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'Exploding'objectat
dawn over Sydney
SYDNEY: Numerous

reportsof an
unidentifiedflying

object exploding

in the pre-
dawnsky were

telephoned

to
Sydney air-trafficcontrollers

and
meteorologists yesterday

morning.
Residents

fromas far afieldas
HuntersHill,a Sydneyinner
suburb,and

Campbelltown,
50

kilometressouthof Sydney,re
portedthe objectas a bright

yellow-orangeexplosion"which
lit up likea

fireworks shower".

"Thesewerenot justthe usual

UFO reports",one controller

said. "Most callerswere
convinced

it was Skylab's final
momentsthey had

witnessed.

All callersput the
explosion

in
the 6am to 6.15amtime bracket.

Detailsare beingpassedto the
Royal Australian Air Force
department in Canberrawhich
investigates

all UFO sightings.

A HuntersHillsurgeonsaidhe
watchedthe happeningfrom his
verandah at 6.15am.

"It appearedas a straight

trackingwhitelinein the sky
movingin a

south-west

to north
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easterlydirection",he said.
"Thencamea flash— justlike

a jet aircraft engine flash-out.

"It was a sudden,yellow

orange flash, thentherewas
nothing.

It just seemedto
disappear".

Mr JerryTurek,of Pennant

Hills,saidhe saw whathe
thoughtwas Skylababout
6.20am.

"1 was standingin the
backyard

whenI saw whatI
thoughtwas a jumbojet coming

in to land",he said.

"Butas I was
watching

it I
noliced

it had a fierytail,when

I
looked

up
again,

it blewup into

quitea numberof piecesandthey
disintegrated.

The main part kept
on goingfromsouthto north,

then disappeared."

Sydney Observatory
said it

believedthe objectwas "almost

certainly

somekindof space vehicle

re-enteringthe atmosphere".

Reportsof sightingstelephoned

to the observatorywere
"almost identical"and were
analysedby officerson duty.

"We have concludedthat it

musthavebeen
something

in the
orderof a spacevehicle",

a
spokesmansaid.

"This would account for the
trailit leftand the factthatsome
reports indicated

it was stillin
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sightafterthe
'explosion'.

"Itmusthavebeena space
vehicleor spacejunkof some
kind".

Authorities in Canberrasaid
theyhad no

knowledge

of any
spacevehicleseitherfallingor
exploding over Sydney.

A
spokesman

for the
Department

of Science'sspace-projects

branchsaid the branchwas
concernedonly with

satellite-type

space craft.

TrackingSkylabwas not
included

in this,buton the
visible

satellites prediction-service

bulletin,Skylabwouldhave been
visibleover Sydneyabout
4.25am.

Theonlyothertwocraft passing

over Sydneyarounddawn
werean inertrocketcasingfrom
an Americanspaceshot,which
wouldhave been visibleabout
4.57amand the SovietUnion's

Salyutspace vehicle,around
5.13am.

Salyutwouldhavebeenthe
biggestof thesethreespace
vehicles.

The
department

was not aware

of any of thesethreevehicles

eitherfalling or
exploding.
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